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THE self-proclaimed “lIranian Government in
exile” has celebrated its 14th anniversary — at its
international headquarters in Chingford.

The group, which founded the United Iranian
Party (UIP) in Cyprus in 1997, wants to see the
overthrow of the Islamic republic's dictatorial
regime and the introduction of free elections.

Its modest but high-security building in
Connaught Avenue, off Station Road, has been
the subject of curiosity from Chingford residents
and has even been mistaken for the Iranian
embassy.

But, despite its otherwise low profile, the group
says it has tens of thousands of members
worldwide — including 150,000 covert supporters
in lran.

The UIP is battling for international diplomatic
recognition to show lIranians that there is an
alternative to its current leadership of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and Ayatollah khomeini.

Party co-ordinator Ali Befroei, 55, who lives
nearby in Chingford Mount, fled Iran to Cyprus in
the 1980s following the Islamic Revolution which
brought the regime to power in 1979.

He escaped with his daughters after his wife was

United Iranian Party (UIP) members outside its

headquarters in Chingford.
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When she was eventually released it was
discovered she had leukaemia, and Cypriot
doctors sent the family to the UK for treatment in
1991.

She died within a week and, with certain
imprisonment or even execution awaiting them in
Iran, Mr Befroi and his family settled in England.

“The people running Iran are mad — they've
killed five people million and now they want to
have an atomic bomb. It's very worrying. The
people are very unhappy”, he said.

“If you want heroin or hashish you go into the
street and it takes two minutes. But if you want
bread who have to wait half an hour. What kind
of Government ruling is that?”

Mr Befroei and his family have lived in various
parts of London but says he likes Chingford best
because its residents are friendly and is far away
from other areas of the capital populated by
factions hostile to his party, such as Hezbollah.

Mr Befroei said his fellow Iranians in exile had
been inspired by the Arab Spring, which saw
dictators overthrown in Egypt and Libya.

He strongly believes legitimate change can only
come with a people-led revolution, and says it
would be a big mistake if the West used force
against Iran.

He said: “lI like England very much and it is my
home now but of course I'd like to go back. But
the main thing is | just want my country to be
free.”
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